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2. Announcements and Thanks 
 

                                                           
1   Published quarterly:  March 31; June 30; September 30; December 31.  Free subscriptions are available on the 
Internet.  Mailed subscriptions are available at $5.00 per issue, prepaid.  Send all inquiries, Internet subscription 
requests, information, articles and manuscripts according to Journal Policies to O. James Brown Klein, Editor and 
Publisher, at journaleditor@brownhistory.org .  Sponsored by the Klein Storrs Family Association, O. James 
Brown Klein, President.  Affiliated with the William and Margaret Brown Family History Library and Center 
on the Internet at http://www.brownhistory.org . 
2   William and Margaret BROWN lived in Rowan County, North Carolina in the mid-1700s, with most, if not all of 
their 9 children.  William was of English and perhaps Scottish descent, and Margaret was of Portuguese descent.  
We do not yet know who are their ancestors or siblings, and we only have verified who are their descendents 
through one of their children, James BROWN. 
3   O. James Brown Klein (Jim Klein) is a direct descendent of William and Margaret BROWN.  They are his 
maternal third great grand father and grand mother.  Jim is an attorney and business man living in Mesa, Arizona. 
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1. Thank You to our Contributors to this Issue!!:  A very special thanks to the 
Contributors to this Summer Issue – Erold C. Wiscombe, Arlene Miller, and Ronald 
B. Hill!  Your time, efforts and sharing a greatly appreciated by the rest of us!  We look 
forward to receiving more from you. 

 
2. Your Research Projects:  We would like to share what research projects any one is 

doing on William and Margaret BROWN and their related lines, and maintain this 
information in this Journal and in the Brown Library/Center on the Internet at 
http://www.brownhistory.org.  See Family Research Projects in paragraph 6 below.  
You, or any one you know, is invited to submit what research projects you are working 
on with how to contact you so that we can organize ourselves on this matter, and know 
how to contact each other.  Please send your information to 
journaleditor@brownhistory.org.  Thank you. 

 
 
 
3.  Addendum to THE BROWN FAMILY by Erold C. Wiscombe, page 4, Regarding Jane 
BROWN HUGHES and Michael HUGHES 
 
 

Addendum to THE BROWN FAMILY by Erold C. Wiscombe, page 4, 
Regarding Jane BROWN HUGHES and Michael HUGHES 

 
By Erold C. Wiscombe 

July 15, 2000 
185 North West Temple, # 204 

Salt Lake City, Utah  84103 
Tel:  801-355-6691 

 
     
3.1.  JANE BROWN and MICHAEL HUGHES 
 
 The above mentioned page stated that Jane and her husband, Michael Hughes remained 
in North Carolina.  Additional research has proved otherwise. 
 
 Michael Hughes was a son of James Hughes who owned property on Hodge Fork of the 
Uari (Uwharrie) River as early as 27 Nov 1792.  This same James died and his estate was settled 
25 May 1814, in Rowan County, N.C.  His property was left to the following children:  William, 
Susannah, Michael, Barbary, Sarah Fry and Mary Kindly (Kinley).  These same children sold 
part of this estate to a James Hughes.  Their relationship to this James was not stated. 
 
 Michael’s sister, Barbary, is listed in the bastardy bonds for Sep. 1817.  William Mose 
and Balser Gore, signed as bondsman, that the child would not become a ward of the state. 
 
 On April 2, 1818, Benjamin Fry let Michael Hughes have 100 acres on the Uary 
(Uwharrie) River, next to James Hughes, Bryant Fry and Jerry Perry, for $200. 
 
 On November 21, 1821, Michael Hughes serves as a bondsman for his sister-in-law, 
Martha Brown, when she married David Boss.  Martha was one of Jane’s younger sisters.   

 2000 OJBKlein 2 of 14 1.3 Summer 2000 W&M Brown Research Journal 

mailto:jimklein@worldnet.att.net


 

 
 On January 1, 1822, Michael lets George Kepley buy 100 acres next to James Hughes for 
200 pounds. 
 
 As late as July 1826, Michael lets George Kepley buy 100 acres next to James Hughes 
for 200 pounds. 
 
 As late as July 1826, Michael and Jane were still living on land by the Uwharrie River.  
Their neighbors were:  David Kepley, Ed Finch, John Plummer, Marshal Robarts and Jeremiah 
Perry. 
 
 It is not known just when Michael and Jane moved from North Carolina.  During the 
1820’s and 1830’s, there was a mass migration out of North Carolina.  Many people went to 
Illinois, others to Indiana and elsewhere. 
 
 The 1830 Census does not record Michael living in North Carolina.  Nor does the state of 
Indiana list him, but by 17 October 1839, Michael purchased 40 acres of land in Section 27 of 
Jackson Co., Indiana.  Again in 1853, he purchased 40 more acres in Section 26 of the same 
county. 
 
 In a small notebook kept by Moroni Brown, Captain James Brown’s youngest son by his 
first wife, Martha Stephens, Moroni records the names of children of many of his relatives.  He 
mentioned that his Aunt Jane brown married Mike Hue and that they had three children, namely:  
Barbary, Polly and Silas Hues. 
 
 The 1850 Census of Own Twp., Jackson Co., Indiana, lists in house #436, page 199, 
Michael Hughes, age 66, born in N.C.  His real estate property is valued at $200.  His wife, Jane 
is listed as age 66, also born in N.C.  There is a seven year old boy living with them by the name 
of Riley Davis.  This boy was a son of their daughter Mary “Polly” Hughes Davis. 
 
 Living nearby in house #443, page 200, is the Samuel Davis Family, his wife, “Polly”, 
age 30, born in N.C. and three sons:  Emberson G. 5, Silas 3, and Pleasant, age 1.  The child 
living with Michael and Jane was Amos Riley, the eldest of the Davis children. 
 
  Not far away in the same township in house #451, page 200, is Silas Hughes the 
youngest of Michael and Jane., age 24, born in N.C., with his wife, Parthena age 26, born in 
Indiana, and two children, James R. 3, and Mary age six months. 
 
Page 2 
 

Jane Brown Hughes died sometime between 1850 and 1858.  Her husband, Michael 
remarried in Jackson Co., Indiana, 9 Dec. 1858, Mrs. Elizabeth Bails.  The 1860 Census of Owen 
Twp., Jackson Co., Ind. Lists:  Michael Hughes, age 72, a farmer, born in N.C.  His wife 
Elizabeth, age 35, born in Indiana and two children Jane 8, and Lucinda 5.  These would be 
Elizabeth’s children by a previous marriage. 
 
 The 37 year difference in their ages is not so difficult to understand when one realizes 
that there was no social security in the mid 1880’s and a young mother with two small children 
would probably accept whatever security was available or offered to her. 
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 The Indiana record of Michael Hughes becomes a little confusing when another Michael 
Hughes who is slightly younger than our Michael moves into Jackson Co., Indiana.  He was born 
in North Carolina.  This second Michael first moves to Washington Co., Indiana and is living 
next door to some of our Hedrick and Boss relatives also from North Carolina.  This man was 
married to a woman named Winnifred, who was born in Indiana.  Their eldest daughter was also 
named Barbara. 
 
 There is a death record, 27 Aug. 1876, in Jackson Co., Indiana for a Michael Hughes, age 
76.  It simply states “An old citizen of this vicinity died Tues. AM, aged 76”.  This was copied 
from the Brownstown Banner.  It is believed that this death notice refers to the second Michael 
Hughes, for the following reasons.  First, our Michael should have been in his 80’s by 1873, 
although, after he married a younger woman, his age becomes greatly diminished.  In 1850, he 
was 66, but by 1860, he was only 72.  He had lost four years between the two census records.  
The second reason for believing that the death notice was for the second Michael was that he 
lived in Brownstown where the notice was published.  Our Michael lived in Owen Township of 
the same county.   
 
 A further complication of records occurs when a second Silas Hughes moves into 
Jackson Co., Indiana from Clark Co., Indiana.  He is living here the same time Michael’s son, 
Silas, is also living there. 
 
 No record has been found for Michael and Jane’s daughter, Barbara.  She could have died 
as a child in North Carolina, or she could have married in Indiana and her married name 
unknown.  She was undoubtedly named after her father’s sister. 
 
 Only the families of Mary “Polly” and Silas were found living in Indiana near their 
parents. 
 
 Mary “Polly” Hughes, the second daughter of Michael and Jane, married in Jackson Co., 
Indiana.  She and her husband, Samuel Davis, owned a mill about two and one half miles East of 
Clear Springs in Owen Township.  When her husband Samuel died 4 July 1857, the record 
stated:  “He died in full triumph of the Baptist faith”.  
 
 Samuel and Polly had bought 40 acres of land in Section 34, 10 Oct. 1844, for $75.  
Again on 31 Jan 1854, they bought another 80 acres for $280 in Sect. 35. 
 
 There is a marker for Samuel and their two year old daughter, Barbara Eliza in the Owen 
Twp. Cemetery, but there is no stone marker for Mary “Polly”.  She was still single 1860 through 
1880.  In 1870, she was living next door to her nephew, James Hughes. 
 
Page 3 
 

Silas Hughes was married 5 July 1843, in Jackson Co., Indiana.  His sister married a 
month later, in August 1843.  Silas married Parthena Weddel.  He bought 40 acres of land 17 
Sep. 1851, in Section 23 of Jackson County, Indiana.  Parthena died, 10 May 1873, in Clear 
Springs, Jackson Co., Indiana.  Their eldest son, Thomas J. was buried by his mother. 
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 The attached Hughes Family group sheets contain all other information found on this 
family. 
 
 
3. 2  HUGHES FAMILY GROUP RECORDS 
 
By Erold C. Wiscombe 
15 July 2000 
 
 
HUSBAND -- Michael HUGHES 
Born -- 1784                         Place -- Rowan Co., N.C. 
Married -- abt. 1816  Place --  “          “       “ 
Died --    Place --  
Husband’s Father – James HUGHES Husband’s Mother -- 
Husband’s other wives – (2) 9 Dec. 1858 Mrs. Elizabeth BAILS 
 
WIFE – (1) Jane BROWN 
Born --  1784                        Place – Rowan Co., N.C. 
Died – Between 1850-58  Place – Jackson Co., Ind. 
Buried --     Place --  
Wife’s Father – James BROWN Wife’s Mother – Mary “Polly” WILLIAMS 
Wife’s other husbands --  
 
Sex Children          When Town County State or       Date of First Marriage 
    Born    Country      / To Whom / Death___       
 
1.  F Barbara HUGHES     abt. 1818 Rowan  N.C.    
2.  F     Mary “Polly”  “ 1820  “  “  31 Aug 1843/ 
          Samuel DAVIS 
3.  M   Silas             “ 1824  “  “  5 July 1843/ 
          Parthena WEDDEL 
 
Sources of Information:   
1. Land purchased Owen twp. Jackson Co., Ind. 17 Oct. 1839. 
2. “         “              “         “          “         “       “    26 Jan. 1853. 
3. 1850 Census Jackson Co., Ind. p.199 (Owen Twp.) 
4. 1860   “           “            “      “      
5. Rowan Co., N.C. Deed Book 20 p.585 – Estate record of James HUGHES. 25 May 1814. 
6. Journal of Moroni BROWN.  Film 928328 #2 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
HUSBAND – Samuel DAVIS 
Born – 1820                          Place -- Indiana 
Married – 31 Aug 1843  Place -- Jackson Co., Indiana 
Died – 4 July 1857   Place – Owen Twp. Jackson Co., Indiana age 36 y, 1m., 4 days 
Buried --    Place – Davis Cemetery, Owen Twp. Jackson, Ind. 
Husband’s Father –   Husband’s Mother -- 
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Husband’s other wives – 
 
WIFE – Mary “Polly” HUGHES 
Born --  1820                        Place – Rowan Co., N.C. 
Died –     Place –  
Buried --     Place --  
Wife’s Father –Michael HUGHES Wife’s Mother – Jane BROWN 
Wife’s other husbands --  
 
Sex Children          When Town County State or       Date of First Marriage 
    Born    Country      / To Whom / Death___       
 
1.  M Amos Riley DAVIS 1843 Owen Twp.  Jackson / Ind.  3 Aug 1862/ 
         Susan E. HATFIELD 
2.  M Emerson DAVIS 1845 “          “  “               “   7 Jul 1872/ 
         Lucinda EMMONS 
3.  M Silas J.       “   1847 “          “           “               “   
4.  M Pleasant     “   1849 “          “           “               “      
5.  M Daniel        “   1851 “          “           “               “ 22 Mar 1874/ 
         Eliza Jane MANUEL 
6.  M Levi M.      “   1854 “          “           “               “  11 Jan 1878 
         Unknown 
7.  F Barbara Elizabeth “ 17 Jan 1858 “ “           “               “       Died:  21 Jul 1860, age 2  
          yrs., 6 mos., 4 days 
8.  M   William V. DAVIS 1863 “          “            “               “   
 
Sources of Information:   
1. Purchased land in Jackson Co., Ind. 22 May 1841. 
2. US Census of Jackson Co., Ind. – 1850 – 1860 – 1870. 
3. Marriage records of Jackson Co., Ind. 
4. 1880 Census of Jackson Co., Ind. p9 for Polly. 
5. Davis Cemetery Records Jackson Co., Ind. 
6. Journal of Moroni BROWN. 
 
_________________________________________________________________  
 
 
HUSBAND – Silas HUGHES 
Born – 1824                          Place -- Rowan Co., N.C. 
Married – 5 July 1843  Place --  Jackson Co., Indiana 
Died --     Place --  
Husband’s Father – Michael HUGHES Husband’s Mother – Jane BROWN 
Husband’s other wives– 
 
WIFE – Parthena WEDDEL 
Born --  1 Aug 1823          Place – Jackson Co., Indiana 
Died – 10 May 1873          Place – Clear Spring, Jackson Co., Ind. age 49 yrs, 9 mo., 

12 days. 
Buried --     Place – Owen Twp. Cemetery Jackson Co., Ind. 
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Wife’s other husbands -- 
 
Sex Children          When Town County State or       Date of First Marriage 
    Born    Country      / To Whom / Death___       
 
1.  M  Thomas J. HUGHES 1844 Owen Twp.  Jackson Ind.  Died:  27 Nov. 1848 
2.  M James R.     “  Jan 1846 “         “         “             “  Married:  15 Apr 1866 
         Nancy Jane P. BROWN 
           Died:19 Jan 1910 
3.  F Mary Elizabeth   “  1849 “         “             “             “ 3 Aug 1871 

Thomas NELSON  
(son of  John and Ruth) 

4.  M Alexander M.     “  1853 “         “              “             “ 6 Sep 1873 
         Mary E. REN 
5.  F N.  A. HUGHES 1861 “         “              “             “  
6.  F L.  A.     “  1867 “         “              “             “   
 
Sources of Information:   
1. U.S. Census 1850, 1860, 1870 Jackson Co., Ind. 
2. Journal of Moroni Brown. 
3. Marriage records of Jackson Co., Ind. 
4. Land records of Jackson Co., Ind. 17 Sep 1851.  Sec. 23-40 Acres. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
HUSBAND – James R. HUGHES 
Born – Jan 1846                         Place – Owen Twp., Jackson, Indiana 
Married – 12 Apr 1866  Place --  “          “          “               “ 
Died --  19 Jan 1910   Place --  “          “          “               “ 
Husband’s Father – Silas HUGHES Husband’s Mother – Parthena WEDDEL 
Husband’s Other Wives – 
 
WIFE – Nancy Jane P. BROWN 
Born --  Oct. 1849       Place – Jackson Co., Indiana 
Died – After 1906          Place -- 
Buried --    Place – 
Wife’s Father – James A. BROWN       Wife’s Mother – Jemima M. JOHNSON (1825 - 1906) 
Wife’s other husbands --  
 
Sex Children          When Town County State or       Date of First Marriage 
    Born    Country      / To Whom / Death___       
 
1.  M Daniel O. HUGHES 1867   Jackson Ind.  
2.  F Minnie E.    “    30 May 1870 Brownstown    “          “ 6 Aug 1891 
         James Franklin  

CHARLES 
3.  F  Emma Anice “  30 May 1870        “     “          “ 20 Jul 1907 
         Samuel Oscar BEVER 
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4.  F     Ora HUGHES           Oct 1873     “          “ 22 Dec 1890  
         George MOORE 
5.  F Cora    “           Oct 1873     “          “ 12 Mar 1982 

       (1)  Leonard BORDERS 
6.  M Elmer E. HUGHES   Feb 1878     “          “       Died: 13 Apr 1904 
7.  M  Thomas     “             Jul 1882     “          “ 3 Jan 1902 
         Frances CALLAHAN 
8.  M Child        “             abt 1876     “          “  
 
Sources of Information:   
1. US Census of Jackson Co., Ind. 1850, 1860, 1870 p.313. 
2.  “      “         “        “         “     “   1880 p.14. 
3.  “      “         “        “         “     “   1900 – 8 children – 5 living. 
4. Marriage Record  “         “     “ . 
 
Other Marriages: 
 
#5 Cora md (2) 11 Jun 1898 James M. LEATHERLAND 
Film 1314628 Book K p.574 at Brownstown, Jackson, Ind. 
  
[On back of Family Group Record] 
 
1. Leonard BORDERS md (1) 19 Apr 1885, Sarah E. MAPLES (Bk I p. 255) 
          “               “            “   (2)  12 Mar 1892, Cora HUGHES (Bk J p. 442) 
2. Minnie’s marriage to James F. CHARLES    Bk J. p. 374.  Film 1314627 
3. Emma’s marriage to Samuel O. BEVER   Bk N p. 556.   Film 1314629 
4. Ora’s marriage to George MOORE    Bk J p. 304.   Film 1314627 
5. Cora’s marriage to Leonard BORDERS   Bk J p. 442.  Film 1314627 
6. Thomas’ marriage to Frances CALLAHAN  Bk M p. 15.  Film 1314629 
 
Book N begins the long form: 
Samuel Oscar BEVER born 20 Feb 1875 b. in Lawrence Co., Ind. son of William H. BEVER 
(dec.) and Malissa J. _____. (dec.). 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
HUSBAND – Alexander M. HUGHES 
Born – 1853                          Place – Owen twp., Jackson, Indiana 
Married – 6 Sep 1873  Place --  Jackson Co., Indiana 
Died --     Place --  
Husband’s Father – Silas HUGHES Husband’s Mother – Parthena WEDDEL 
Husband’s other wives – 
 
WIFE – Mary E. REN 
Born --  1850          Place – Tennessee 
 
Sources of Information:   
1. U.S. Census, Jackson Co., Ind. 1860 – 1870. 
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2.  “        “             “          “      “ Owen Twp. ED112 p.8. 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Document Data 
 
Notes: Family Group Sheet categories that did not have data were not all listed.  
Sources:   As identified by Erold C. Wiscombe. 
Copyright: Used by permission. 
Level:  A (document verified and proofed by a person other than transcriber or typist). 
Certificate: Document Donor:  Erold C. Wiscombe, July 15, 2000.  Transcribed:  Maria  

Klein, August 15, 2000.  Verified/Proofed: 1.  Maria Klein, and Jim Klein, 
August 15, September 28, 2000.  See Donors. 

 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
4.  Research from Arlene Miller 
 

 
Research from Arlene Miller 

September 15, 2000 
280 South 200 East 
Logan, Utah 84321 
Tel:  435-753-2586 

 
 
4.1.  Clarification on the Portuguese/English/Irish Ancestors of Captain James Brown and 
his brother, Daniel Brown. 
 
The following is a quote from Sketch of Captain James Brown, Pioneer of Ogden, Utah written 
by his grandson Moroni F. Brown.  "Tradition traces the genealogy of Captain Brown back to his 
great grandfather who was a Scotchman by the name of Brown, and who was allied in marriage 
with a woman who was a native of Portugal; they being the grandparents of James Brown who 
served in the war as already stated." 
  
So it was the great grandfather of Captain Brown who married a Portuguese woman.  Therefore 
William Brown being the grandfather of Captain James; it would be the mother  of William  who 
is the Portuguese lady.  
  
The above quoted history says that the great grandfather of Captain Brown was a Scotchman, 
which differs with the Journal of James S. Brown when he interview his father Daniel Brown.  
Daniel Brown was a brother to Captain James Brown.  I quote from the journal "James Brown 
was born in the year 1757 ... and married to the widow of John Emberson... James Brown was of 
Portuguese and English decent.  And his wife was of English Irish Descent."  So Mary Williams 
was English Irish.     
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I personally at this time believe that the person who married the Portuguese lady was from 
Charleston South Carolina because that is where the Portuguese Jews were.  Also there was a 
trade route directly from Charleston South Carolina to Salisbury North Carolina.  However, I 
will stand corrected if proven otherwise.  – Arlene Miller 
  
 
4.2.  New Findings:  WILLIAMS 
  
I found what I believe to be the line of Jane the wife of John Williams.  Thomas Felps + Jane/  
Jane Felps + John Williams /  Mary or Polly Williams + James Brown .  The following is my 
source and the information from the source. 
 
I quote from "Abstract of Wills and Estates Records of Rowan County, North Carolina 1753 -
1805 and  Tax Lists of 1759 and 1778 by Mrs. Stahle Linn, Jr.,     975.671  P281j at the Logan 
Family History Library,  Page 49: 
  
"Thomas Felps  Sr. 4 Apr 1794. prb. 1794. Farmer.  Wife Jane to have land adj. Charles Caton 
and Isaac White and all my negroes.  Sons:  Abbinton, Thomas, Imanuel, Britton, William, 
Keeling, and Ezekiel.  Each to have 5 shillings and Thomas gets the upper part of the land, and 
Imanuel gets the land adj. it.  (This is clearly Imanuel, not Samuel.).  Daus: Pherabe Williams, 
Ede Owings and Janes Williams."  I have sent this family in for temple work. 
Notice the name of Keeling.  I suspect that Keeling's  mother had the maiden name of Keeling.   
There is a John Williams who married a Mary Keeling and I think that we tie into this line in the 
following way.  
  
Quoting from Ordinance Index for James Williams.  "Daniel Williams married Ursula and had a 
son named James Williams born Nov 1740".  The following additional information is taken form 
"Colonial Granville and its People"  Page 283.  There were two Joseph Williams one a cousin of 
the other.  One was the child of Nathaniel Williams and the other was the child of Daniel 
Williams and his wife Ursual Henderson.  
  
Page 238 clarifies things:  "Daniel Williams (Son of John Williams and his wife Mary Keeling ) 
was born, as near as can be estimated about 1697.  He married Ursual Henderson, who was the 
daughter of Thomas Henderson and his wife by his first marriage, Ursula Keeling, daughter of 
Capt. George Keeling of New Kent and his wife Ursual Fleming, ...  Ursual Keeling was a sister 
of Mary Keeling who married John Williams and was the Aunt of Daniel Williams.  Daniel 
Williams settled in Nutbush District in Granville (now Vance county) somewhere around 1740.  
He died leaving a will in Granville County dated in 1759 in which he mentions the following 
children: 

Henry Williams  
James Williams - mentioned above in ordinance index 
John Williams - The person who I believe is our John Williams  ( I am still working on 
this) 
Joseph Williams mentioned above 
Daniel Williams  

  
If the John Williams in this family is our John Williams  (who married Jane) then Daniel Brown 
is probably named after his mothers' grandfather Daniel Williams.  And John Williams probably 
named his daughter Mary after his grandmother Mary Keeling.  
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According to page 233, the Williams family is of Welch descent. 
  
Page 236  "The town of Williamsboro, seven miles West of the town of Henderson, N. C. was 
the home of Judge John Williams then in 
Granville but now in Vance.  About 1740 the Williams and Henderson and other families began 
to settle there and the place was called 
Nutbush.  
  
So I believe the Williams line goes like this:  John Williams / John Williams + Mary Keeling / 
Daniel Williams + Ursula Henderson/ John 
Williams + Jane Felps / Mary or Polly Williams + James Brown / Daniel Brown the brother of 
Captain James Brown.  If I can get it proven and put 
on disk I hope to sent it to you with the family groups and pedigree charts and documentation.  – 
Arlene Miller 
 
 
4.3.  New Findings:  STEPHENS 
 
Last but not least I have some new  information on the Richard Stephens and Martha Robins line.   
  
Her name was given as Robins when her temple work was done. 
  
If that is correct, then she is most likely related to the Joseph Robins who made a Will in Rowan 
Co. in 1754.  That Joseph Robins married Eleanor Nations, and  I will send that family in for 
temple work. 
  
Also on the Stephens side, Richard Stephens  Jr. (the son of Richard Stephens and Martha) 
married Nancy  and had a child with a very interesting name that I believe is a clue to the line.  
The name is Jasper Newton Stephens.  It is very apparent from the names for Jasper Newton 
Stephens' brothers and sisters that the children in this family were named names for reasons; 
either after family members or names such as Faith, etc.    When I studied the History of Francis 
Marion, there were two of the most courageous characters who fought with Marion in the 
Revolutionary was in South Carolina.  One was William Jasper and the other his comrade 
Sergeant Newton.  I believe, therefore, that our 
Richard Stephens who married Martha must have either know them or known their stories, to 
have had a grandson named after them.  Therefore ,I believe that the Stephens line comes from 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
  
I found the following in the ordinance index (a name that was extracted) Richard Stevens 
christened 24 July 1737 in St. Helenas Parish, Beaufor, South Carolina.  His father was Richard 
Stevens and his mother Margaret Whitmarsh.  These people and their families are in the St. 
Helenas Parish Records and I will be sending them in for temple work as I believe they are 
related somehow.  Hopefully I will find more on this.  – Arlene Miller 
 
 
4.4.  Note of Interest to the Descendants of James S. Brown  
  
This is a typed copy from an old Xerox copy of the original. 
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SALT OF THE EARTH  
  
PAGES OF HISTORY TURNED BACK 100 YEARS TO CALIFORNIA GOLD FIELD    
January 17, 1948  
  
By Gordon B. Hinckley 
  
This column goes back a full round century this week to recount a story which has been told 
before, but which so well illustrates that spirit of consecration which built the Church that it is 
worth another telling-- and many more tellings in the years to come.  
  
In January 1848, six members of the Mormon Battalion were working for John Sutter, building a 
sawmill on the south fork of the Sacramento.  
The Battalion had been mustered out at San Diego the previous July  and these men had followed 
the counsel of the Church leaders that they remain in California and work until the following 
spring.  
  
On the afternoon of January 24, James W. Marshall, Sutter's partner and foreman of 
construction, was walking along by the tailrace which had been constructed to return to the river 
the water which ran over the wheel.  His eye caught something bright and he picked it up.  It 
proved to be gold. 
  
James Barger next found a scale of the precious metal and soon all of the men had a little.  In 
addition to Barger there were Henry W. Bigler, Alexander Stephens, James S. Brown, William 
Johnson and Azariah Smith of the Battalion.  
  
In the days that followed they continued their search for gold, and during off hours were liberally 
rewarded for their labors discovering what became some of the richest claims in an area that 
eventually produced five hundred million dollars of wealth!  And this, while the matter was still 
very largely a secret; known only to those laboring along the river.  
  
And yet these Battalion men remained at their work for Sutter and Marshall.  They had given 
their work that they would build the sawmill, and they confined their prospecting to off-time 
until the mill was running on the 11th of March.   
  
That spring the news of gold began to spread.  Sam Brannan picked up the word at Sutter's Fort, 
and hurried on the San Francisco where he shouted the good tidings.  Men went mad.  The city 
was almost deserted as men rushed to the diggings.  
  
The fever spread over the earth with a result that is well know.  Hundred of thousands raced to 
California and the American Sacrament River valleys.   
  
And yet that ;historic spring of 48 the Battalion men checked in with John Sutter  From him they 
purchased wagons, horses, tolls, and seeds, prepared to leave that for which thousands were 
going crazy'  in order that they might pioneer a road over the Sierras to build a home and wrest a 
living from the semiarid wilderness of the Great Basin.  
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Writing of that experience many years ago he said, "I have never seen that rich spot of earth 
since; nor do I regret it for there always has been a higher object before men than gold.  We had 
covenanted to move together under certain conditions, and those conditions existing, we were in 
honor bound to move the next day.  We did move, leaving that rich prospect ;without ever 
striking a stake in the gulch, but abandoning it to those who might follow.  
  
"... Duty called, our honor was at stake, we had covenanted with each other, there was a principle 
involved for with us, is was God and His kingdom first.  We had friends and relative in the 
wilderness.  Yea in an untried desert land, and who knew their condition?  We did not.  So it was 
duty before pleasure, before wealth, and with this prompting we rolled out...." 
  
These were verily of the salt of the earth, these men who in 1848 turned their back on the gold of 
California to make the desert blossom and build up God's Kingdom in the valleys of the 
mountains.  -- Arlene Miller 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
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Notes: By Arlene Miller. 
Sources:   As identified by Arlene Miller. 
Copyright: Used by permission. 
Level:  B (document verified and proofed by the transcriber or typist). 
Certificate: Document Donor:  Arlene Miller, September 15, 2000.  Transcribed: Arlene 

Miller, September 15, 2000.  Verified/Proofed:  Arlene Miller, September 15, 
2000.  See Donors. 
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5. Appointment of Elder James Brown as Church Emigration Agent in New Orleans 
 
 

Appointment of Elder James Brown 
as Church Emigration Agent in New Orleans 

 
Submitted by Ronald B. Hill 

2689 Tylor Street 
Ogden, Utah  84401 
Tel.  801-622-9381 

 
“APPOINTMENT – Elder James Brown is hereby appointed Emigration Agent for the Saints at 
New Orleans.  He is requested to go immediately to that city, so as to be there in time to make 
preparations for the ships, filled with the emigrating Saints from Liverpool.  The most of these 
ships will most probably arrive between the middle of February and the middle of May.  Elder 
Brown has been laboring in the ministry with some success in Indiana, and we trust his active 
business turn of mind will prove a blessing to the emigrating Saints, and save them much 
expense and trouble.  Brother Brown will open a correspondence with S. W. Richards, our agent 
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at Liverpool, and will thus learn, previous to the arrival of each ship, the names and ages of all 
the passengers on board, which will be a help to him in making every necessary arrangement.   
 
-- ORSON PRATT 
President of the Saints in the  
U.S. and British Provinces” 
 
______________________________________________________ 
 
Document Data 
 
Notes: This entry appear as a separate item after a Bishops’ report dated October 16, 

1853 in The Seer (1853 – 1854). 
Sources:   Pratt, Orson.  The Seer (1853-1854).  Published by Eborn Books, 2000, page 217. 
Copyright: Used by permission. 
Level:  A (document verified and proofed by a person other than transcriber or typist). 
Certificate: Document Donor:  Ronald B. Hill, August 30, 2000.  Transcribed:  Maria Klein, 

September 2, 2000.  Verified/Proofed:  1.  Maria Klein, and 2.  Jim Klein, Sept. 2, 
2000.  See Donors. 
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6. Family Research Projects 
 

Please let all of us know what research projects you are working on so that all family 
researchers can coordinate and share our information.  We invite you to share your research 
projects and their status so that they may be published here. Please email your information to 
journaleditor@brownhistory.org.  Thank you. 
 
 
7. Family Research Ideas and Theories 
 

Please let all of us know what research ideas and theories you are thinking about so we can 
coordinate and share our information. We invite you to share your research ideas and theories 
and their status so that they may be published here. Please email your information to 
journaleditor@brownhistory.org.  Thank you. 

 
For example, see Arlene Miller’s research information, ideas and theories mentioned above 

in paragraph 4.  Thank you, Arlene. 
 

 
8. Next Journal Issue:  Fall 2000 to be published December 31, 2000  
 

We look forward to receiving your contributions for the Fall issue, which will be 
electronically published on the Internet on December 31, 2000.  Thank you. 
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